


250 Weet %3%h Street, 
New York City, 
May 4, 1925. 


Mr. Sydney P. Noe, 
Proadway ane 155th Street, 
New York Vity. 
Dear Sir: 

I have delayed answering your letter of 
April 21st until I could verify the references 
I hee c'ven you with regard to Revere's portrait. 

After consulting several books in the 
Public Library, I am convinced that Copley 
painted a portrait of Paul Revere before 1787 
and not many years later than 1775. I know 
that Copley left for England in 1774. He may 
have painted this portrait the year that he 
left the Colonies, or, possibly a year or two 
earlier. To most o7 13, of course, Revere is 
known only as the hero of a midnight ride, but 
to his contemporaries he was a well known and 
trusted citizen, the favored messenger of the 
Boston Committee of Safety, an excellent gold- 
and silversmith, a dentist, etc, Why, therefore, 
is 1t unlikely that anyone eons have painted 
his portrait before the Revolution? 





The photograph which I mentioned in my last 
letter is the frontispiece to Miss Avery's book 
on old American silver, published in 1920, At 
that time the Corley was owned by wre. “athaniel 
Thayer of Boston. It is unquestionably the same 
as that which belonged to Mrsé. John Revere in 
1891, When Goss wrote his Life of Paul Revere. 
On page 598 of the latter book, fioss says: It 
was Copley who painted "our earliest portrait of 
Revere, which, after having lain neglected for 
many years"in the attic of a house in “anton, 
Massachusetts, "has been finally restored, This 
presents him in the prime of manhood.....It was 
executed when he was about forty years of age, 
about the beginning of the Revolution." 

Frank Bayley's Life of Copley lists this 
portrait on page 206, without giving any date, 
and gives an exact description of it, corresponding 
to the one by Goss. Both mention the silversmith, 
working in his shirt sleeves 7n7 holding one cf his 
teapots in the right hand. Perhaps an identification 
of the teapot would help in establishing the date 
of the vainting? 


Very truly yours, 


May 8th, 1925 


Mise Ruth Le Benjamin 
250 West E&th Street 
New York City 


Dear Nadams 


. Thank you fer your letter of Muy 4th. 
I intend to look up the phetograph of the painting 
of Paul Revers, which yeu describe, as seen as I 
can find an epportunity, ae well ae the ether refer- 
;encese As you say, there is no reason why Paul Re- 
veré should not have been painted by Copley before 
he left for England, but the next step - that is, to 
the fact of his having been painted, is a long one. 
I have heard either of this or of another portrait 
which is suppesed te represent Paul Revere as about 
forty, but so far I have been unable te get any re- 
production of it. 
I shell endeavour to write you again as soon as 
I have had « chance to Jock up Miss Avery's book. 


Very truly youre, 


| Secretary 


June 18, 1925 


Miss Ruth L. Benjamin 
250 West 88 Street 
New York City 


- Dear Miss Benjamin: 


It was only last week that I was able to look up 
the references which you so kindly gave me regarding the 
portrait of Paul Revere, painted by Copley. I now feel — 
convinced that this is e portrsit painted by Copley and that 
the traditional identification of it as Pawl Revere is 
correct. I see no reason for thinking it was not painted 
before Copley left for England in 1774. It has all of the 
brittleness and lack of modelling which characterizes the 
early work of the painter amd, as one of his biographers 
points out, he probably relied on Revere for the frames 
of many of his pictures. : 


I have not compared the painting with Stuart's 
or St. Memin's portrait. The latter is in profile and as 
our medal desired a profile outline this earlier portrait ; 
would not have helped us greatly. The likeness is hardly a = 
flattering one but I am glad that you have persisted in - a 
sett: me right shout the matter and I hope sometime to one, 
have the pleasure of mecting you and thanking you in person, 


‘ 


Should you have an op ortunity to visit our Museun, I trust 
you will not fail to ask for me end permit me to show you some of 
the objects which we are unable to keep on permanent exhibition. 


i Very sincerely yours 


Secretary 





